23 April 2021
Reaching out to deaf survivors of abuse
Dear all
The historic abuse of deaf children has long been a concern for all of us working at DeafKidz
International. As a charity, we exist to work towards a world where deaf children are able to
live safely and without fear of abuse and exploitation. We believe a big part of that is shining
a light on the wrongdoings of the past so that there is far bigger awareness of the issues
faced by deaf children.
To this end, we are working with internationally-acclaimed filmmakers producing a feature
film on deaf people’s experience of abuse. We believe that by supporting this initiative, and
ensuring it is authentic, we can take a huge step forward in raising awareness of these
issues.
We are calling on the deaf community to tell their stories. Are you a deaf woman or man in
the UK who experienced abuse as a child? Are you willing to share your experience and
contribute to shining a light on this long-ignored issue?
If you are, we would love to hear from you – please email us
at contactus@deafkidzinternational.org today. Everything you say will be treated
confidentially.
We would be grateful if you could share this among your contacts and networks in the UK.
It is time that as a community we all started talking about the elephant in the room: the awful,
unacceptable and truly heart-breaking abuse faced by deaf children past and present. We
will drive the change needed to ensure that the deaf children of tomorrow can live in a better,
safer world.
Together, we will be heard.
Best regards,

Steve Crump
Founder and Chair
DeafKidz International
If you are a deaf person currently at risk and need urgent help, please use one of
these services: contact UK Relay by dialling 18000 through the app or from a
textphone OR contact 999 by SMS text (must register first by texting 'register' to
999) OR voice call 999

